Under stirring, 0.43 g (2.52 mmol) copper dichloride dihydrate (C11CI2.2H2O), 0.50 g (2.52 mmol) 1,10-phenanthroline monohydrate (C12H8N2 • H2O) and 0.30 g (2.52 mmol) succinic acid were added in 50 ml CH3OH/H2O (1:1 v/v) and insoluble substances were then filtered. To the filtrate Na2CC>3 (1M) was dropwise added up to pH = 10.8. By slow evaporation, blue crystals were grown from the blue solution (yield: 75% based on the initially-used Q1CI2 • 2H2O). 
form the structure. The Cu atoms are fivefold coordinated [1] by one bidentate chelating phenanthroline ligand, two bridging hydroxide groups and one water molecule to form a distorted square pyramid with two phenanthroline N and two hydroxide O atoms equatorial and the water O atom at the apical position (¿/(Cu-N) = 2.018(2) A, 2.020(2) A; ¿(Cu-0)OH = 1.933(1) A, 1,946( 1) A; d(Cu-0)h20 = 2.257(2) A). The Cu atom is shifted by 0.170( 1) A from the basal plane toward the apical water molecule. The [Cu2(phen)2(H20)2(0H)2] 2+ complex cation results from the condensation of two square pyramids via the two OH~ ligands. The Cu --Cu distance of 2.889 A is slightly shorter than that in the hydrogen carbonate [ 1 ] . The dinuclear complex cations are orientated in that way that the planar phenanthroline ligands are cov- 
